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that content is conveyed to itby the senses. Hence it cannot have,
as the Cartesians had generally supposed, innate ideas in the sense
of intelligible contents, implicitly present in it from birth, which
can become explicit on the occasion of a sensible stimulus: a fortiori
no "such ideas can be available for contemplation without any such
stimulus. This precludes any answer to his main question on
Cartesian lines. On the other hand, the mind is in possession of an
innate or natural capacity for acquiring knowledge by means of
the contents, or ideas, which come to it through the senses, and it
is precisely that capacity which Locke proposes to investigate.
These ideas of sense fall into two classes. Some of .them are
presented to the mind as a result of the operation of the minute
particles of matter on the sense organs of the body; others as a
consequence of the mind's introspective attention to its own
operations. This distinction between 'sensation' and 'reflection*
is implicit in the distinction between thinking and extended sub-
stance, and is the natural assumption of all philosophies which set
out from that position. As regards the second class, the data of
inward sense, Locke is not really much interested in them, since at
first sight they have nothing to do with the problem of how we
come to know the real world. The first class, which is for him more
immediately important, is subdivided into ideas of primary
qualities on the one hand and secondary qualities on the other,
The former are ideas of the mathematical properties (solidity,
motion, &c.) and are held to be actual resemblances of the things
which cause them; the latter (colour, &c.) are also the effects of the
operation of things on the senses, but'bear no resemblance to their
causes.
Now when we consider the essentially dependent character of
these qualities we are led to posit the existence of substances,
material and immaterial, in which they inhere, or which support
them, but of these substances themselves we have only a very
confused and inadequate idea, They can be known only as ' some-
thing, I know not what' whose sole function discoverable by us is
just a capacity to be qualified by the primary and secondary
qualities whose ideas we do apprehend.
Consideration of the contents of our consciousness next shows
us that we apprehend immediately not merely simple ideas of the
qualities of substance but also modes, or combinations of those
simples, so that our idea of a piece of gold contains in it the simple
ideas yellow, hard, &c.; and in addition to this we find in ourselves